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his column hasa
‘tradition of mak-
ingacomplete

fool outof me asl
rashlygointo print

© with what Ithink, believe and

feelisgoingto happen during
theyearahead.

Only an idiot would do this.

So, thereyou haveit. Youare _
reading the musings of an idi-
ot. My advice is to stop reading
now. It could be contagious.
Thistime last year,I sug-
gested that we were rapidly
losing the tolerance, kindness
and acceptance that hasin
the past made Britain Great,
and were replacing it withan
angry culture of needing to

be rlght, lying and cheatmg.‘
On this scoreI'm going to give
myself top marks; not least be-
cause the prime minister him-
self prorogued Parliament,
defied the Law Lords and lied
tothe Queenin a desperate at-
tempt to ‘Get Brexit Done’ by
October 31. Fullmarks.. .- .

- Ialsopredicted that last

year we were going to driftinto

an economic war by mistake.
In practice the experience of

‘the past year hasbeen much

about global trade difficulties
depressing economic growth,

| particularly between the USA

and China: On the money
again Alex. Seven out of 10.
Nostradamus himself
would have been seriously = -
proud of my prediction that

-we would ‘enjoy’ a General ~

Election triggered by the
Brexit fiasco. Iwish I wasthis
good at thelottery numbers.
Ipredicted that Theresa May
would not last the Brexit vote
andIthinkI can fairly claim
that one: Fullmarksagain! -
We did see the major power |

cut I foresaw when in August

amillion homes were cut off .
and we came within minutes
of another five million being
- plunged into darkness. I pre-
dict the situation will continue
to get more precariousin 2020

and that we will find ourselves -

unable to take constantly- -
available electricity for grant-

| ed.Morefull marks. . . .-

Sadly, Iwasalsorightto

” suggest that Europeans who
have lived and contributed so

much to our society for many
years would begin to feel un-

| welcome and start to.go home,

toourimmense cost.1 could
getan A*!

So, what for the year
ahead? R

Well, it feels that Brexit
willremain withusbutata
lessintense fever-pitchin the

“national discourse. We might

have time to start dealing with
the environmental, terrorist

| andknife crisesthat threaten

our lives; not to mentionthe

 housing, NHS waitinglist and b

collapse of the United Klng-
dom.
We will achieve a basic

trade deal with the EU and

we will not drop out witha ‘No -
| deal’ but rest assured there

willbelots and lots not sorted

out for several years. The 2020
trade deal will, therefore, be -~

thin andless than compre-

. hensive, but we will have one

becauseitisinboth 81des in-
tereststo do s0.

Our economy has taken a.
huge hit financially and we
aregoingto start tofeel the

. terrible economic effects this

year from the massive cutsin
investment we have experi-
enced already, just as Boris

| wantstostart to spend ‘Upp

North’totry and keep hold -

| ofthose lent’ Labour votes.

Taxeswillrise and our global .
creditrating asa nation will -

| “get worse, meaning the £50
- billion we already payin serv-

icing the national debt each

‘year will rise.

Re-arranging Whitehall
whiletrying to getlots of really
important things doneis,on

the face ofit, astrange policy_
- sowe will either get nothing

serious done or the changes
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won't be that dracomén I'm

| going forlimited change and
lessgetting done.

Government is slow and
inefficient. Expect lots of dis-
appointment Liverpool and
Manchester.

" Interestrateswill be cut
the value of the pound against

the 'douar willrise backto
circa $1.40; the Eurowill come

-under serious pressureas -

the EU weakens withoutour

| membership income, and we
| definitely won’t need vias to

travel to Paris, Potsdam or
Prague. .
Timewilltell.




